Goodwood Racecourse Grounds Team recognised in RCA Groundstaff Awards
e Goodwood Racecourse runner-up in 2025 Groundstaff Awards flat racing category.

e Clerk of the Course, Ed Arkell, praised Goodwood Grounds Team for keeping the
course in exceptional condition.

Goodwood Racecourse is delighted to announce that the Grounds Team have been recognised
as runner-up in The Racecourse Association’s (RCA) Groundstaft Awards for 2025. Goodwood

Racecourse came a close runner-up to Newmarket Racecourse in the flat racing category.

The Racecourse Groundstaff Awards celebrate the best of the profession both on an individual
and team level in terms of surface preparation, turf husbandry and overall contribution to British

horseracing.

Sponsored by Agrovista Amenity, DLF Seeds & Science and Duralock the award winners were
decided by an industry panel comprised of representatives from the Professional Jockeys
Association (PJA), British Horseracing Authority (BHA) and National Trainers Federation

(NTE).

Ed Arkell, Goodwood Racecourse Clerk of the Course, said: “We are thrilled to see the
incredible hard work of the Grounds Team recognised in the RCA Groundstaff awards. It has
been a challenging summer weather-wise, but their skill and determination have allowed us to

present the course in exceptional condition on racedays.”

The BHA Inspectors of Courses said: “As in previous years, this is a very competitive and
high standard competition to judge, with many racecourses getting accolades and high praise
from the panel. All courses deserve recognition for their dedication and hard work especially in a

year which has been very challenging from an agronomy point of view.”

Dale Gibson, Racing Director at the PJA, said: “Every year, without fail countless
groundstaff work tirelessly to produce a safe and effective racing surface for horses and jockeys.
We witnessed an extended period of drought in most areas of the country over several weeks
earlier this year which meant many staff were challenged even more than usual. Maintaining a
consistent racing surface is of paramount importance for all stakeholders. Everyone who was

nominated deserves extra recognition.”



-ENDS-

Notes to Editors:

Visit The Racecourse Association’s website for more information about the RCA

Groundstaff Awards - racecourseassociation.co.uk/2025-racecourse-groundstaff-awards-

winners-announced/

Tickets

Tickets, dining, and hospitality are on sale on the website. Visit Goodwood.corz or call 01243
755055 to find out more.

Contact

For more information about Goodwood Racecourse events, please contact Louise Gould, Press
Officer: Louise. Gould@ Goodwood.cons

For all other press enquities please contact: Media(@ goodwood.com

Imagery and news from Goodwood are available from our Press & Media site.

Stay up to date with all future announcements and on-event action across our social channels:

Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | TikTok

About Goodwood Racecourse

Introduced to the Goodwood Estate in 1802 by the 3rd Duke of Richmond, the Goodwood
Racecourse has long been steeped in horseracing heritage. From Lord George Bentinck’s
winning horse in the 1836 St Leger, which was transported in secret from Goodwood to
Doncaster, to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s horse Love Affair taking its final win, the
racecourse has been home to some significant moments in horseracing history.

Situated on the South Downs and hosting 19 race days from May through October, thousands
of racegoers flock to one of the world’s most beautiful racecourses each year to enjoy a season of
top-class racing and entertainment. With a varied calendar of fixtures, race day highlights include
Three Friday Nights, the May Festival, the Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar—
more affectionately known as Glorious Goodwood—and the Season Finale, to name a few.

The Qatar Goodpood Festival presented by Visit Qatar is one of the undisputed highlights of the
British flat racing season. The world-famous five-day festival is a sporting and social occasion

like no other, unrivalled style, superb racing, and hospitality experiences to savour mean it’s not
to be missed.
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