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Beckett duo inseparable in HKJC World Pool Oak Tree Stakes

e 1.55pm HKJC World Pool Oak Tree Stakes (Group 3)

Ralph Beckett achieved the rare feat of saddling both horses in a dead-heat for first place
in the G3 HKJC Wotld Pool Oak Tree Stakes.

Saqqara Sands (16/1) and Tabiti (9/2), ridden by Rossa Ryan and Ryan Moore
respectively, were inseparable as they flashed past the post in the seven-furlong contest,
with 7/2 favourite Bright Thunder half a length further back in third.

This was a second G3 success for Juddmonte homebred Tabiti, while Saqqgara Sands was
scoring at Pattern level for the first time for owner-breeder John Deer, following a Listed
success at Carlisle last month.

Beckett said: “My daughter was laughing at me because I was going 'go on Rossa, go on
Ryan, go on Rossa...". I have definitely not been involved in a finish when two of my
horses dead-heated before. William Easterby just told me his father [Tim] did it at
Pontefract about 10 years ago, so I am in good company. It is one to remember.

“They are two really tough fillies and we got our tactics right for once. I am thrilled for the
Deers. I fancied Saqqara Sands because she was in really good shape and worked very well
at the weekend. I thought she was over-priced. John Deer has been breeding good horses
for a long time and this filly has been really tough throughout.

“Tabiti looked like she was going west a bit on us. I wasn’t overjoyed with her run in the
Fillies” Mile last year and she didn’t really show up early on this year. The blinkers have
made a difference to her.

“I am not sure what we will do with them now. Tabiti may go up to a mile, while I am not

sure Saqqara Sands wants to. Tabiti could go travelling — she is well suited to that I would
think.”



Rossa Ryan said: “I think these guys [lads and lasses] don't get enough praise; they sweat
blood and tears for the job. At least we didn't lose anyways. Had the head up, needed head
down. I think it was the case of Tabiti had blinkers on and I could never fully get in front
of her.

“To be fair to this filly, she hasn't been out of the first two in all her runs. She is
improving all the while, and this win is vital for her pedigree. John Deer breeds a lot of
these fillies and she's a Listed winner and a Group Three winner now, so it's great.”

Karl Burke said of Bright Thunder: “I am as happy with that as you can be without
winning. She has run a great race and looked like bolting up two out, but Ryan [Moore]
got a freebie in front. If they’d gone real hard or she'd had a better draw, I think she would
have been bang there. She is a progressive filly, but she likes a bit of cut in the ground, so
August might be tricky, but hopefully we’ll find a nice race for her in the autumn.”

Sam James added: “That was a great run. The step back to seven furlongs helped Bright
Thunder, but probably softer ground would have helped too. The wide draw wasn’t ideal,
but I thought I had them beat coming down the hill as she travelled real strong. But the
two in front had a bit of a freebie and they quickened away from me.”

-ENDS-
Notes to Editors:
1.55pm HK]JC World Pool Oak Tree Stakes (Group 3)
1 Saqqara Sands = Tabiti
3 Bright Thunder

Ralph Beckett — 15th and 16th Qatar Goodwood Festival winners
Rossa Ryan — 10th Qatar Goodwood Festival winner
Ryan Moore — 64th Qatar Goodwood Festival winner

Tickets
Tickets, dining, and hospitality on sale on the website. Visit Goodwood.com or call 01243 755055 to
find out more.

Contact
For more information about Goodwood Racecourse events, please contact Louise Gould, Press
Officer: Louise. Gould @ Goodwood.com

For all other press enquities please contact: Media(@ goodwood.con

Imagery and news from Goodwood are available from our Press ¢ Media site.

Stay up to date with all future announcements and on-event action across our social channels:
Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | TikTok | X (Formerly Twitter)

About Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar
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The Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar is one of the undisputed highlights of
the British flat racing season. The world-famous five-day festival is a sporting and social occasion
like no other, unrivalled style, superb racing, and hospitality experiences to savour mean it’s not
to be missed. The 2025 Qatar Goodwood Festival takes place from Tuesday 29 July to Saturday
2 August. The week is headed by three Group 1 races, including the £500,000 Al Shaqab
Goodwood Cup (Z2m), the £1 million Visit Qatar Sussex Stakes (1m), and the £600,000 Qatar
Nassau Stakes (1m2f).

About Goodwood Racecourse

Introduced to the Goodwood Estate in 1802 by the 3rd Duke of Richmond, the Goodwood
Racecourse has long been steeped in horseracing heritage. From Lord George Bentinck’s
winning horse in the 1836 St Leger, which was transported in secret from Goodwood to
Doncaster, to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s horse Love Affair taking its final win, the
racecourse has been home to some significant moments in horseracing history.

Situated on the South Downs and hosting 19 race days from May through October, thousands
of racegoers flock to one of the world’s most beautiful racecourses each year to enjoy a season of
top-class racing and entertainment. With a varied calendar of fixtures, race day highlights include
Three Friday Nights, the May Festival, the Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar -
more affectionately known as Glorious Goodwood - and the Season Finale, to name a few.



