
 

 

Relentless Whirl a class apart in Qatar Nassau Stakes 

 

Whirl marked herself down as one of the best three-year-old fillies in training with an emphatic 

five-length victory in the G1 Qatar Nassau Stakes. 

Ryan Moore was keen to dictate matters on Aidan O’Brien’s G1 Pretty Polly Stakes winner, 

sending the daughter of Wootton Bassett to the front from the flag start. 

After bringing the field over to the stands’ rail, her four rivals had no answers as Whirl wound it 

up from the three-furlong pole, with the 6/5 favourite drawing clear to win by five lengths. 

G1 Coronation Stakes winner Cercene (11/1) finished second on her first start over 10 furlongs, 

with G1 Prince of Wales’s Stakes third See The Fire (5/2) filling the same position here. 

O’Brien said: “Well done to everybody for getting the race on and keeping it going. Whirl is an 

amazing filly. I am delighted for the lads. She is a homebred by Wootton Bassett, she gets a mile 

and a half, handles all types of ground, and Ryan gave her a lovely ride. He was going to go 

forward on her and no one else in their right mind was going to want to make the running on 

that ground in these conditions, so I would say everyone was waiting on Ryan to go. 

“She is just a very, very good filly. Depending on what the lads want to do, she has all the 

options. She could go to York or she could miss York and go to France for the Arc trials and the 

Arc. She is unusual as she has so many options and is so straightforward.” 

Comparing Whirl to her G1 Oaks conqueror Minnie Hauk, O’Brien said: “Minnie Hauk is a 

great traveller, and you probably won’t see the best of Minnie Hauk until she goes up in class 

against older horses where the tempo is very strong. What Minnie Hauk does is she is a very high 

cruiser, and we haven’t seen that cruise in her races yet, but we have seen it at home. 

“Even when she followed this filly at Epsom, she was finding it very easy to follow her, but you 

don’t know what this filly is either and you probably won’t know until they meet again. We saw 

what happened at Epsom when Ryan was very confident that he was going to get her, but she 

just kept coming with him. They are obviously very good fillies and when they do come together, 

we will find out.” 



Moore said: “Whirl just keeps doing what she says she is going to do. She is very uncomplicated. 

She has loads of ability, stays well, handles quick ground, handles slow ground. Aidan called her 

‘a racing machine’ the last day. He keeps getting these horses to do different things and this filly 

keeps progressing. 

“It is a shame it was the spectacle it was, but she won it very well. She has won two Group One 

races now against the girls. She will have to step up again against the boys, but she is progressing 

and Aidan’s horses just keep turning up every time.” 

Cercene’s trainer Joseph Murphy said: “’We are delighted with the filly. Gary [Carroll] said she 

was wheel-spinning in the ground. He said on better ground she would have run a great race. We 

know she needs good to good to firm ground. It was her courage which got her through. No 

words can describe how genuine and tough she is. She got the trip no problem, but I think we 

will go back to a mile for the Matron Stakes and hope the ground is good.” 

Gary Carroll added: “Brilliant run from my filly. The ground was probably gone for her. She 

definitely got the trip but, from four furlongs out, she was just wheel-spinning. She is just so 

tough, she’s dug it out and it was great to get second. I was pony racing, so I’m used to them 

[flag starts]; it was actually no problem, a five-runner race, everyone knew where they wanted to 

be, it was quite smooth.” 

Andrew Balding said of See The Fire: “Conditions weren’t ideal obviously but who is to say we 

would have beaten the winner anyway? See The Fire didn’t have a terribly hard time and seemed 

OK afterwards. We will kick on to York for the International Stakes.” 

-ENDS- 

 

Notes to Editors: 

3.05pm Qatar Nassau Stakes (Group 1) 

1 Whirl  

2 Cercene  

5 ran 

Aidan O’Brien – 30th Qatar Goodwood Festival winner 

Ryan Moore – 65th Qatar Goodwood Festival winner 

Tickets 

Tickets, dining, and hospitality on sale on the website. Visit Goodwood.com or call 01243 755055 to 

find out more. 

Contact 

For more information about Goodwood Racecourse events, please contact Louise Gould, Press 

Officer: Louise.Gould@Goodwood.com 

https://www.goodwood.com/
mailto:Louise.Gould@Goodwood.com


For all other press enquiries please contact: Media@goodwood.com 

Imagery and news from Goodwood are available from our Press & Media site. 

Stay up to date with all future announcements and on-event action across our social channels: 

Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | TikTok |  X (Formerly Twitter)   

  

About Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar 

The Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar  is one of the undisputed highlights of 

the British flat racing season. The world-famous five-day festival is a sporting and social occasion 

like no other, unrivalled style, superb racing, and hospitality experiences to savour mean it’s not 

to be missed. The 2025 Qatar Goodwood Festival takes place from Tuesday 29 July to Saturday 

2 August. The week is headed by three Group 1 races, including the £500,000 Al Shaqab 

Goodwood Cup (2m), the £1 million Visit Qatar Sussex Stakes (1m), and the £600,000 Qatar 

Nassau Stakes (1m2f). 

 

About Goodwood Racecourse 

Introduced to the Goodwood Estate in 1802 by the 3rd Duke of Richmond, the Goodwood 

Racecourse has long been steeped in horseracing heritage. From Lord George Bentinck’s 

winning horse in the 1836 St Leger, which was transported in secret from Goodwood to 

Doncaster, to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s horse Love Affair taking its final win, the 

racecourse has been home to some significant moments in horseracing history.  

Situated on the South Downs and hosting 19 race days from May through October, thousands 

of racegoers flock to one of the world’s most beautiful racecourses each year to enjoy a season of 

top-class racing and entertainment. With a varied calendar of fixtures, race day highlights include 

Three Friday Nights, the May Festival, the Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar - 

more affectionately known as Glorious Goodwood - and the Season Finale, to name a few. 
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