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Guineas Conquerors and International Star Milers  

Feature as 44 Entries Revealed for the Qatar Sussex Stakes 

 

Winners and runners up of this season’s English, French and Irish 2,000 Guineas feature 

alongside domestic star older milers and tantalising international raiders in the 44 entries for the 

Group 1 Qatar Sussex Stakes at Goodwood on Wednesday 30 July 30. 

Worth a total of £1 million, the mile showpiece is the richest race of the Qatar Goodwood 

Festival and forms part of the QIPCO British Champions series.  

John and Thady Gosdens’ very impressive Group 1 Irish 2,000 Guineas winner Field Of 

Gold features amongst the entries alongside the early flag bearers of this year’s Classic 

generation. 

If stars align on the Sussex Downs this July, The Gosdens’ will be hoping to overturn the 

Newmarket 2,000 Guineas form, where their Kingman colt finished second to Charlie Appleby’s 

Ruling Court in a nail-biting finish.   

The race also features several exciting international raiders, including the returning Facteur 

Cheval, who could line up in the race for a third time having finished second and third in the 

race in 2023 and 2024 respectively.  

Deirdre provided Japan with an historic win at the 2019 Qatar Goodwood Festival and the 

country may be represented again by the Yasutoshi Ikee-trained Soul Rush.  

The jet-setting seven-year-old was a winner at the Dubai World Cup when last seen, beating the 

world-renowned Romantic Warrior in the Group 1 Dubai Turf.  

The Australian’s also have a potential strong contender in three-time Grade 1 winner Carl 

Spackler (Ciaron Maher) who was last seen crossing the line first in the G1 Maker’s Mark Mile 

Stakes at Keeneland.  

 



Group 1 Poule d'Essai des Poulains victor Henri Matisse (Aidan O’Brien) also holds an entry, 

alongside 15 fellow Ballydoyle potentials, including current Derby market leaders Delacroix and 

The Lion In Winter 

A strong contingent of older horses return amongst the entries for a thrilling comparison of the 

generations, including last year’s Sussex Stakes winner Notable Speech (Charlie Appleby). 

John and Thady Gosdens’ Group 1 Lockinge winner, Lead Artist, also features amongst the 

older horses, as does Roger Teal’s Dancing Gemini, who is searching for his deserved Group 1 

win after a narrow defeat to Lead Artist at Newbury.  

Former Irish 2,000 Guineas winner, Rosallion (Richard Hannon) was a late non-runner in the 

Sussex Stakes last year and was last seen finishing third in the aforementioned Lockinge after 

almost a year off the track.  

Ed Arkell, Director of Racing at Goodwood, said: “We are extremely pleased with the quality 

and depth of entries for this year’s Qatar Sussex Stakes, a race which continues to deliver 

competitive fields year on year, as the first all-aged Group One mile race in Europe.  

 

“We have worked hard in recent months to attract global representation, and I am delighted to 

see the array of international entries for the 2025 renewal. Those entries further highlight the 

importance of the meeting, and we are hugely grateful to all owners and trainers for supporting 

the race once again.” 

There is a scratchings deadline for the Qatar Sussex Stakes on Tuesday, July 8, with the six-day 

confirmation and £70,000 supplementary entry stage following on Thursday 24 July. 

 

Entries for the other G1 contests at the Qatar Goodwood Festival – the £500,000 Al Shaqab 

Goodwood Cup and the £600,000 Qatar Nassau Stakes will be released on Tuesday 24 June. 

 

-ENDS- 

 

Notes to Editors:  

The Group 1 Qatar Sussex Stakes will take place on Wednesday 30 July at Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit 

Qatar. 

Tickets  

Tickets, dining, and hospitality on sale on the website. Visit Goodwood.com or call 01243 755055 to find out more.  

Contact  

For more information about Goodwood Racecourse events, please contact Louise Gould, Press Officer: 

Louise.Gould@Goodwood.com 

For all other press enquiries please contact: Media@goodwood.com 

Imagery and news from Goodwood are available from our Press & Media site. 

Stay up to date with all future announcements and on-event action across our social channels: 

Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | TikTok 

mailto:Louise.Gould@Goodwood.com
mailto:Media@goodwood.com
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/media.goodwood.com/___.YzJlOmdvb2R3b29kOmM6bzoyMTQzMjE4OTdiNmNkNzU0ZjVlOTM0NmEzZjgwZjdmYTo2OjIzY2Y6ZjY4NjMyMmE1Njk2Mjk4YmQ4NjllMDg2OWZjMzQ0MzFhMTQ1YzNkNDIyMGYzMDUwNDY2YWZmZDlmMDdlMDliNjpwOkY6Tg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.facebook.com/GoodwoodRacecourse/___.YzJlOmdvb2R3b29kOmM6bzoyMTQzMjE4OTdiNmNkNzU0ZjVlOTM0NmEzZjgwZjdmYTo2OjJlNWQ6N2YxMmMzY2QzYmM3YTRkZjhhNmUxNGJlOGI0YWU3YjE1MzA3MDFmNGIzOTVmZWVmZjhjYTY3MDlhYWZlNzQ4YzpwOkY6Tg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.instagram.com/goodwood_races/___.YzJlOmdvb2R3b29kOmM6bzoyMTQzMjE4OTdiNmNkNzU0ZjVlOTM0NmEzZjgwZjdmYTo2OjNhNmY6ODEyN2UzMjY3ZDY1NGVkMGQyMWM2NjYwMDg5NWFkYTg0ZjAwZTg4ZTA2NmJjYjY5ZjZmODg5ODIwMzUzYTI4YTpwOkY6Tg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.youtube.com/_@GoodwoodRacecourse/videos___.YzJlOmdvb2R3b29kOmM6bzoyMTQzMjE4OTdiNmNkNzU0ZjVlOTM0NmEzZjgwZjdmYTo2OjVjZTE6Y2Q2YzBmYmQxMDU5MTE5Njg1OWY1YzM5MmFhN2I5MmJjNjRhNDU4NWIyY2NjNDcwMjJmYTljMzExNDVhNmY2YTpwOkY6Tg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.tiktok.com/_@goodwood_races?lang=en___.YzJlOmdvb2R3b29kOmM6bzoyMTQzMjE4OTdiNmNkNzU0ZjVlOTM0NmEzZjgwZjdmYTo2OjM1YzE6NGRhY2EzMmNhNmM5OGZlYzk0OThlYTE1NjdlMGFjYzE4YWNiZDk4OTYzMzgxYzA3MzhiMTlkZWU3OTQxMzgzNzpwOkY6Tg


 

About Goodwood Racecourse 

Introduced to the Goodwood Estate in 1802 by the 3rd Duke of Richmond, the Goodwood Racecourse has long been steeped 

in horseracing heritage. From Lord George Bentinck’s winning horse in the 1836 St Leger, which was transported in secret from 

Goodwood to Doncaster, to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s horse Love Affair taking its final win, the racecourse has been home 

to some significant moments in horseracing history.  

Situated on the South Downs and hosting 19 race days from May through October, thousands of racegoers flock to one of the 

world’s most beautiful racecourses each year to enjoy a season of top-class racing and entertainment. With a varied calendar of 

fixtures, race day highlights include Three Friday Nights, the May Festival, the Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit 

Qatar and the Season Finale, to name a few. 

*** 

About the Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar 

The Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar is one of the undisputed highlights of the British flat racing season. 

Affectionately known as ‘Glorious Goodwood,’ the world-famous five-day festival is a sporting and social occasion like no other, 

unrivalled style, superb racing, and hospitality experiences to savour mean it’s not to be missed. The 2025 event takes place from 

Tuesday 29 July to Saturday 2 August. The week is headed by three Group 1 races, including the £500,000 Al Shaqab Goodwood 

Cup, the £1 million Qatar Sussex Stakes, and the £600,000 Qatar Nassau Stakes. 

 


