
Pershaada sets up Nunthorpe tilt in Veuve Clicquot Molecomb Stakes 

3.35pm Veuve Clicquot Molecomb Stakes (Group 3) 

Pershaada (11/4F) backed up her fourth in the G2 Queen Mary Stakes at Royal Ascot with a 

commanding victory under Sean Levey in the G3 Veuve Clicquot Molecomb Stakes. 

Successful over the five-furlong distance at Goodwood in May, Richard Hannon’s contender came with a 

strong run entering the final furlong and won going away by two lengths from Adonius (5/1). Hell Of A 

Spin (66/1) was third, a further neck in arrears.   

This was the second time today that the G2 Queen Mary Stakes, won by Aidan O’Brien’s Victorious, 

received a form boost after Wild Blossom’s success earlier on the card. 

Hannon said: “I thought Pershaada would run very well today. She has been working very nicely and has 

actually won really well. We trained the stallion Persian Force, so it is good for him. 

"She is an extremely fast filly and there is a good chance we might have a look at the Nunthorpe Stakes at 

York. She looks quick enough for that. She seems to win with a lot of authority, especially today, and that 

screams to me that, with the weight allowance from the older horses in a sprint, she would have a great 

chance.” 

Sean Levey said: “The form suggested Pershaada should be bang there. She was favourite and has done 

what we all thought she should do. She has been inclined to be a little generous early, showing you that 

speed. I have always thought that, if she learned to race behind the bit a little bit more, she would find a 

bit of a turn of foot in those closing stages. I think that is what we achieved today. 

"By halfway, she kind of lit up a bit before I wanted her to. That is when I was on the heels in a congested 

spot. I did not really want her to be engaging at that moment; I was waiting for it to open before I asked 

her. But she came back to me quickly enough, then waited again, and it opened. She was then able to 

show that turn of foot. 

"Adonius sets a high standard; he sets huge fractions up there, but the more competitive the racing gets, 

the better it suits our filly. I prefer her to find her rhythm at a high cruising speed while reserving 

something to finish with. She has learned to do that today, but she has not quite perfected it yet, and I 

think we will see more from her as she perfects that." 

Rebecca Menzies said of Adonius: “He wears his heart on his sleeve, and you could not be any happier 

with him. He has bumped into a very good horse and had the rest well beaten. We have not lost any 

faith in him, we have always held him in very high regard, and he is the horse we have been looking for. 

We will keep turning up on the big days, hopefully. 

"He has been amazing for us, from his first win until now, and the media attention he has received, with 

the backstory of him coming from a smaller yard up north, has been great. We have never had a horse 

as good as him on the Flat. We have had some pretty good horses, but they have always been sold on. 

"I said after Chester that we were lucky to keep hold of him for the Lily Agnes, because normally when 

we get a nice horse, they are on their way and gone. It was so good to get the opportunity to prove we 



can handle this type of horse. He is not the normal type of horse we are known for training, but I 

absolutely adore training him and want more of them. I think they are very hard to find, and we are very 

lucky. 

"We could maybe go for a Group Three in France, as he goes on a bit of cut in the ground as well. These 

lads (Michael Hughes, Riverdee and West Paces) all want to go to America. The 'Win and You're In' today 

would have been nice, but that is still on the agenda. I think there is a $350,000 race, and I would love for 

this horse to end up in America. That is the dream, and we will work back from that. If we could win a 

Group race in between, that would be brilliant." 

Hell Of A Spin’s trainer Adrian Keatley said: “I was not surprised. The only thing I was worried about was 

the draw. We were drawn out on the wing, which was never going to help him, and I felt, even crossing 

the line, that if we had been drawn a couple of places further in, we could have got second. 

"We would not have beaten the winner on the day, but Hamilton is a hell of a racecourse for producing 

good two-year-old winners. This fella is very straightforward, he does everything you ask of him, and he 

has a great mind. I think there is definitely a black-type race in him. 

"I do have him in the Gimcrack, and I will probably have a look at France. A Group Two or Group Three 

over there could be right up his alley, and he would have the mind for taking it all in and travelling. There 

are loads of options for him yet. When I saw this fella, I always thought he was going to be a decent 

horse, and he showed it today. Onwards and upwards." 

1 Pershaada (Middleham Park Racing) Richard Hannon 2-9-00 Sean Levey 11/4F 

2 Adonius (Michael Hughes & Riverdee & West Paces) Rebecca Menzies 2-9-03 Kaiya Fraser 5/1 

3 Hell Of A Spin (Phillipa Griffin & Partner) Adrian Paul Keatley 2-9-03 Mikey Sheehy 66/1 

11 ran   

Richard Hannon – 26th Qatar Goodwood Festival winner 

Sean Levey – 6th Qatar Goodwood Festival winner 

-ENDS- 
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***   

About Goodwood Racecourse 

Introduced to the Goodwood Estate in 1802 by the 3rd Duke of Richmond, Goodwood Racecourse has 

a long and distinguished horseracing heritage. Set on the South Downs, Goodwood Racecourse is 

regarded as one of the world’s most beautiful racecourses and has been home to significant moments in 

horseracing history.    

Hosting 19 race days from May through October, thousands of racegoers flock to Goodwood each year 

to enjoy a season of top-class horseracing and entertainment. With a varied calendar of fixtures, race day 

highlights include the May Festival, Three Friday Nights, Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit 

Qatar—more affectionately known as Glorious Goodwood—and Season Finale to name a few.   

*** 

About Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar   

Qatar Goodwood Festival presented by Visit Qatar is one of the undisputed highlights of the British flat 

racing season. The world-famous five-day festival is a sporting and social occasion like no other, unrivalled 

style, superb racing, and hospitality experiences to savour mean it’s not to be missed. The 2026 Qatar 

Goodwood Festival takes place from Tuesday 28 July to Saturday 1 August. The week is headed by three 

Group 1 races, including the Al Shaqab Goodwood Cup (2m), the Visit Qatar Sussex Stakes (1m), and 

the Qatar Nassau Stakes (1m2f).  

  

 


