
Goodwood Revival to celebrate the legendary John Surtees 

• Eight-time World Champion John Surtees to be honoured at the Goodwood Revival 

• Celebration will bring together cars and bikes from the many disciplines he competed in 

• Goodwood Revival takes place over the weekend of 6-8 September 2024 

• Tickets available at goodwood.com 

Goodwood is proud to announce that the exceptional career of John Surtees – to this day the only 

person to win World Championships on two and four wheels – will be celebrated at this year’s 

Goodwood Revival, taking place over the weekend of 6-8 September. 

2024 marks 60 years since Surtees won his Formula 1 World Championship, and would have seen the 

eight-time World Champion celebrate his 90th birthday, this coming Sunday, 11 February. 

Reflecting a truly extraordinary motorsport career – which included seven motorcycle World 

Championships between 1956 and 1960, the 1964 Formula 1 World Championship, and the 1966 Can-

Am Championship – the tribute to John Surtees will include everything from 250cc, 350cc and 500cc 

motorcycles to Grand Prix winners, unlimited sports cars and GTs. In April, the 81st Members’ Meeting 

will assemble an incredible array of Can-Am cars, Surtees having won the inaugural championship with his 

eponymous team in 1966. 

John Surtees is a key figure in the annals of Goodwood’s unique motorsport history. It was at 

Goodwood that he tested a car for the first time, in 1959. The following year, it was here that he made 

his four-wheeled debut in a Formula Junior Cooper, racing for Ken Tyrrell, at the 39th Members’ Meeting 

in March 1960, finishing a close second to none other than Jim Clark.  

That 1960 season was remarkable. Having taken part in his first race on four wheels in March, he made 

his F1 debut in May, scored his first podium with second place at the British Grand Prix in July, and his 

first pole position at the Portuguese Grand Prix in August! All while fitting in around his two-wheeled 

commitments, where he won the 350cc and 500cc World Championships for MV Agusta! 

In 1993, Surtees became a Patron of the very first Festival of Speed, utilising his extensive contacts to 

organise the motorcycle classes for the event and riding his 1952 Vincent up the Hill. Returning to race at 

the early Goodwood Revivals, ‘Big John’ entertained a new generation of Goodwood motorsport fans, as 

fiercely competitive in the RAC TT Celebration as he had been on the Circuit during its heyday. 

Shortly after his passing in March 2017, the 75th Members’ Meeting paid a moving tribute to Surtees, on 

the anniversary to the day of that first race in 1960, with a minute’s noise reverberating through the 

paddocks and The Duke of Richmond leading a commemorative lap in a Team Surtees Lola T70. 

We now look forward to honouring the remarkable achievements of an enormously talented driver and 

rider, as well as the life and legacy of a great friend of Goodwood.  

Doug Nye, motorsport historian, co-founder of the Festival of Speed and friend of Goodwood, said: 

“John Surtees was simply unique. Despite having spent my entire adult life amongst such ultra-competitive racers 

as Stirling Moss, Jack Brabham, Jackie Stewart and many more, he was the most competitive personality of them 

all! He won motorcycling World titles seven times, and the Formula 1 Driver’s World Championship once. On a 

motorcycle he was magic to watch, just man and machine merged into one - while in a car he took no prisoners 

https://www.goodwood.com/


yet was still visibly a master - a total perfectionist. From first sampling a racing car at Goodwood in 1959-60 he 

became one of our first Festival of Speed Patrons in 1993. He was – on two wheels and four – a total star.” 

The Duke of Richmond, said: “As an eight-time World Champion and the only man to achieve the honour on 

both two and four wheels, John Surtees was not only a huge figure in the history of the Goodwood motor circuit, 

but also played a big part in the establishment of our modern events. Along with Stirling Moss, John was a Patron 

of the Festival of Speed and was deeply involved from the very beginning. More than anything, he was an 

exceptional racer and a great friend.”   

Taking place across the weekend, the Surtees tribute will join the full race schedule which is set to run 

exclusively on sustainable fuels. 

-ENDS- 

Notes to Editors: 

Goodwood Revival, Friday 6 - Sunday 8 September 2024. 

Tickets & Hospitality 

Tickets for the Goodwood Revival start from £72 when purchased within our early bird window before 

30 April and can be purchased at goodwood.com or by calling the Ticket Office on +44 (0)1243 755055. 

Whether customers are looking for a great day out with friends, entertaining clients or celebrating 

something special, Goodwood’s unrivalled hospitality provides the ultimate setting to enjoy the events. 

Email hospitality@goodwood.com or call +44 (0)1243 755054. 

Contact 

For more information about Goodwood’s motorsport events, please contact Katharine Morgan, PR 

Manager: Katharine.Morgan@goodwood.com 

For all other press enquiries please contact: media@goodwood.com 

Imagery and news from Goodwood are available from our Press & Media site. 

Stay up to date with all future announcements and on-event action across our social channels: 

X (formerly Twitter) | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube 

*** 

Accreditation 

Media accreditation for the Goodwood Revival is now open. Make your application here. 

*** 

About the Goodwood Revival 

The Goodwood Revival is the world’s greatest historic motor race meeting, and the only sporting event 

of its kind to be staged entirely in a period theme. More than just an unrivalled weekend of historic 

racing, it is an immersive celebration of vintage lifestyle, championing exceptional craftsmanship and the 

enduringly fabulous stories told by second-hand treasures. ‘Revive & Thrive’ is the thoroughly modern 

message woven through the Revival landscape; a clever stitch with which the old is made new again, it 
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runs through every carefully restored classic car, each beautifully preserved piece of clothing as it is 

passed from one generation to the next. 

It is, proudly, the world’s biggest and most glamorous second-hand event. 


