
 

Festival of Speed 2018 shoots for the Moon with ispace 

rover making its UK debut 

For immediate release: June 12, 2018 

• Lunar exploration rover joins star-studded lineup at Goodwood Festival of Speed 

2018 presented by Mastercard 

• ispace’s groundbreaking four-wheeled, micro-robotic rover on display for the first 
time in the UK 

• Visitors will be able to remotely control this small and agile vehicle using a tablet 
with interactive display in the Festival of Speed Future Lab 

• Rover’s 360-degree camera system is designed to beam back HD color video and 
images from the Moon’s surface, for research missions 

• FOS Future Lab open throughout Festival of Speed, from 12 – 15 July 2018, 7am – 

7pm each day 

The Festival of Speed 2018 presented by Mastercard will showcase a groundbreaking, remote-

control space rover, which will explore the final frontier in a unique FOS Future Lab experience. 

The four-wheeled rover - developed for ispace’s anticipated Moon landing in 2021, will be 

making its UK debut, giving FOS visitors an interactive glimpse into the future of space 

exploration. 

Able to easily capture 360-degree, high-resolution color video and imagery from space and beam 

it back to earth, the rover has won admirers across the world for its ingenious design. 

The ispace rover is part of this year’s FOS Future Lab – an interactive exhibition that highlights 

key future technology trends – and will feature alongside several exciting innovations, including a 

robotic bartender and architectural designs for proposed habitation on Mars. 

Lucy Johnston, curator of Future Lab, said: “The ispace rover is one of the most exciting new 

developments in making space exploration more accessible for researchers; a result of learning 

from automotive innovation as much as it is drawing on expertise from aerospace. 

“The FOS Future Lab is not only about celebrating the technology concepts of the future, it’s 

about actually experiencing it and we can’t wait for visitors to get their hands on the controls of 

this amazing piece of technology.” 

The rover was one of five finalists in the hotly-contested Google Lunar XPRIZE competition, 

and ispace - the company behind the compact 8.3-pound vehicle – has broken records in its 

native Japan by raising nearly $95 million USD in Series A funding. 

Not only will the buggy be on display – alongside footage of ispace’s wider vision for its Moon 

Valley concept, a proposed habitation programme for the moon – but visitors will be able to 

have a go at controlling the four-wheeled rover themselves, using just a tablet. 



Takeshi Hakamada, Founder & CEO of ispace, said: “We are very much looking forward to 

bringing our rover to the Goodwood Festival of Speed for its UK debut alongside other exciting 

displays. We can think of no better platform to showcase our technology and we hope not only 

to demonstrate to visitors what we are capable of doing now, but also to inspire future 

generations of engineers and space explorers.” 

FOS Future Lab will be open to the public throughout the Goodwood Festival of Speed, which 

runs from the 12 – 15 July 2018, 7am – 7pm each day. 

Saturday and weekend tickets are now sold out, with Sunday, Friday and Thursday tickets also 

selling fast.  Hospitality packages are available throughout the weekend. To buy tickets or 

enquire about hospitality visit www.goodwood.com or call the Goodwood Ticket Office on 

01243 755 055. 

 

(ENDS) 

 EDITORS’ NOTES:  

Staged every summer since 1993, the Goodwood Festival of Speed presented by MasterCard 

is the world’ s largest automotive garden party; set against the spectacular backdrop of 

Goodwood House in West Sussex, UK. Over 600 cars and motorcycles spanning the 
phenomenal history of motoring and motor sport take part with some of the most legendary 
figures from the sport as well as international celebrities regularly attending. Highlights will 
include the Moving Motor Show, Forest Rally Stage, Michelin Supercar Paddock, Michelin 

Supercar Run, F1 paddock, Drivers’ Club, GAS Arena, Cartier Style et Luxe Concours d’
Elegance, Aviation Exhibition and Bonhams Auction. 
 
To access the Goodwood Media Centre for rights free images please click here 
 
For all Media enquiries, please contact Laura Gilbert-Burke or Abbie Hansford at the 
Goodwood Motor Sport Press Office:  
Telephone: +44 (0)1243 755000  
E-mail: laura.gilbert-burke@goodwood.com or abbie.hansford@goodwood.com  
 
About Mastercard  
Mastercard (NYSE: MA), www.mastercard.com, is a technology company in the global 
payments industry. We operate the world’s fastest payments processing network, connecting 
consumers, financial institutions, merchants, governments and businesses in more than 210 
countries and territories. Mastercard’s products and solutions make everyday commerce activities 
– such as shopping, traveling, running a business and managing finances – easier, more secure 
and more efficient for everyone. Follow us on Twitter @MastercardUKBiz, join the discussion 
on the Cashless Pioneers Blog and subscribe for the latest news on the Engagement 
Bureau. 
 
Or Emma Fahy at the Mastercard Press Office: 
Email: emma.fahy@mastercard.com  
Telephone: +44 (0)7580 790 297 
About ispace 
ispace is a lunar exploration company that is making the world's smallest and most lightweight robotic 
lunar rovers and lunar landers. Headquartered in Japan, with offices in Luxembourg and the NASA Ames 
Research Center in the U.S., ispace has 60 staff from over 10 different countries. ispace, which the 
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Financial Times listed as an industry leader in space resources, recently raised nearly $95 million in its Series 
A funding round to finance its first two lunar missions. 
 
https://ispace-inc.com/ 
pr@ispace-inc.com 

 
Goodwood Motor Sport on social media:  
YouTube: http://youtube.com/goodwoodtv  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/goodwoodrrc  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/goodwoodrrc 
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