
 

 
Volkswagen ID. R sets new Goodwood Festival of Speed 

Hillclimb record  

  
For immediate release: July 07, 2019 

• The all-electric Volkswagen ID. R has set the fastest ever time up the Goodwood 
Hillclimb course, completing the legendary climb in 00:41:18sec 

• The previous record 00:41:60 stood for 20 years, and was set in 1999 by Nick 
Heidfeld driving a McLaren MP4/13  

• The all-electric Volkswagen was piloted by two-time Le Mans 24 Hours-winner 
Romain Dumas  

• The ID.R set a new electric vehicle lap record on the Nürburgring Nordschleife 
of 6:05:33, at an average speed of 204.96 km/h in June 

• The year’s Festival of Speed has a theme of ‘Speed Kings, Motorsport Record 
Breakers’  

 

The all-electric Volkswagen ID.R has broken the outright Goodwood Festival of Speed 
presented by Mastercard Hillclimb record, 20 years after it was set by ex-F1 star Nick Heidfeld in 
a McLaren MP4/13. By stopping the clock in a time of 41.18 seconds the state-of-the-art ID.R 
averaged 101.4mph along the challenging 1.16-mile course. 

Driven by two-time Le Mans 24 Hours-winner Romain Dumas, the Hillclimb record is the third 
landmark for the all-electric machine. The ID.R established a new electric vehicle lap record 
around the famous Nürburgring Nordschleife, with a time of 06:05.33 minutes in June, to add to 
its outright record on the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb in Colorado, USA, (07.57.15 
minutes) set in June 2018. 

In 1999, McLaren set the fastest time on the 1.16-mile Goodwood Hillclimb with its MP4/13 F1 
car, driven by then-F1 driver Nick Heidfeld in a time of 00:41:60. It has taken 20 years for the 
record to be broken, with the ID. R beating its winning 2018 time of 00:43:86 to break the 
outright record this year.  

With a further year of development behind it, the all-electric ID.R produces 500kW (670bhp) 
and 650Nm of torque, and weighs less than 1,100kg with the driver on board. The remarkable 
Volkswagen can accelerate from 0-62mph in 2.25 seconds, topping out at 168mph.  



Motorsport Director Sven Smeets from Volkswagen said: “The Goodwood Festival of Speed 
Hillclimb is one of the most iconic Hillclimbs in the world. The track is so narrow and difficult 
to master, with zero room for error. Dumas and the whole Volkswagen team performed 
flawlessly to set the record.  

“A change is taking place in the field of production vehicles and in motorsport. Electric cars are 
becoming increasingly more powerful and it’s great to see them now rivalling combustion 
engines on track. To get an idea of how far we’ve developed the car, in 2018 we ran a 00:43.86 – 
this year we were almost three seconds faster.”  
 
(ENDS)   

EDITORS’ NOTES:  

Staged every summer since 1993, the Goodwood Festival of Speed presented by MasterCard 
is the world’s largest automotive garden party; set against the spectacular backdrop of Goodwood 
House in West Sussex, UK. Over 600 cars and motorcycles spanning the phenomenal history of 
motoring and motor sport take part with some of the most legendary figures from the sport as 
well as international celebrities regularly attending. Highlights will include the Moving Motor 
Show, Forest Rally Stage, Michelin Supercar Paddock, Michelin Supercar Run, F1 paddock, 
Drivers’ Club, GAS Arena, Cartier Style et Luxe Concours d’Elegance, Aviation Exhibition and 
Bonhams Auction. 
 
For all Media enquiries, please contact Nick Garton at the Goodwood Motor Sport Press Office:  
Telephone: +44 (0)1243 755000  
E-mail: nick.garton@goodwood.com 
  
 
About Mastercard  
Mastercard (NYSE: MA), www.mastercard.com, is a technology company in the global 
payments industry. We operate the world’s fastest payments processing network, connecting 
consumers, financial institutions, merchants, governments and businesses in more than 210 
countries and territories. Mastercard’s products and solutions make everyday commerce activities 
– such as shopping, traveling, running a business and managing finances – easier, more secure and 
more efficient for everyone. Follow us on Twitter @MastercardUKBiz, join the discussion on 
the Cashless Pioneers Blog and subscribe for the latest news on the Engagement Bureau. 
 
Or Emma Fahy at the Mastercard Press Office: 
Email: emma.fahy@mastercard.com  
Telephone: +44 (0)7580 790 297 
 
Goodwood Motor Sport on social media:  
YouTube: http://youtube.com/goodwoodtv  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/goodwoodrrc  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/goodwoodrrc 
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